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SPEECH 



Mr. PECK, being introduced as a citizen of Michigan, but a native 
of the City of New York, spoke as follows : 

^ Fellow-citizens: I come here to-night not as a partisan, not as a 
citizen of the State of Michigan, proud as I am of my loved peninsular 
State— not as a native-born citizen of New York, proud as I might 
well be of that, but, claiming a title prouder than all these, as an 
American citizen, to join my congratulations with your own at the 
occurrence of an event which I believe— and he must be blind to the 
teachings of the past who does not see it— will prove a link connecting 
the glories of the past with the magnificence of our future. I mean 
the recognition of that government recently established in Nicaragua 
by the grey-eyed man, the man of destiny, who represents the energy 
the enterprise and the free spirit of the American people ; this repre- 
sentative man, the pioneer of American enterprise, is now assuming 
m Central America that task which the Spaniard has abandoned, but 
which the Anglo-American takes up with a calm, confident reliance 
.that he, and he alone, can carry out the glorious destiny which God 
^and nature seem to have designed for that country. 
'' ^^ t v^ ^^^^^^^y event. We who live in the midst of the events, 
f wrhich through all time are to shed lustre upon our name and charac- 
rter as a nation, with our minds intent upon the details of what is 
Agoing on around us, are hardly able to glance over the whole field or 
^comprehend fully the vast influence they are to exert upon the future 
^Let me tell you that when the genius of America shall write her next 
page upon the roll of history, the name of the grey-eyed man will be 
there inscribed, and the record of his deeds will prove him to have 
been indeed the man of destiny, the very man required for the time 
and the occasion. 

Gentlemen, it is good for us to be here and exchange congratula- 
tions with each other upon the great events now occurring in Central 
America. But is it simply for the purpose of indulging mere national 
vanity— to pride ourselves upon what we have done, or may do? Have 
we accomplished all that we see around us to-day for the gratification 
ot any feeling as selfish as that? Not so. It has been reserved for 
this people, of all people that ever flourished upon the earth, to dem- 
onstrate for the first time the capability of man for self-government 
We alone, of all nations, have been able to establish for ourselves 
sell-government, and we alone will be able to bequeath to posterity 
those institutions which secure the equal rights, andon which the pros- 
perity of the people depends. This government was the first that 
tested the capability of man for self-government. All that preceded 
It were more or less based upon the opposite doctrine, of the right of 
tiie lew to govern the many— based upon the supposed superior intel- 
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cause of Anglo- American progress in Central America be wholly or 
for a long time retarded. ^ ra - ^t ^ 

It is, then, necessary that we act, and act promptly and elhciently, to 
sustain him and his Cause. The man of destiny must be sustained. 
He must have men and money. Whence must they come ? From 
you— you must come forward and prove your faith by your works. 
All can do something. Let this be done, and there can be but little 
doubt that the States of Central America, under the influenfce of Anglo- 
American intelligence and enterprise, will soon become peaceable and 
prosperous communities. Under those influences we shall see them 
one by one arise to claim their places in our great confederacy of 
sovereign States. Younger brothers, it is true; but each, like Ban- 
quo's line, rising ''like the issue of a King,^ and wearing on its in- 
fant brow the round and top of sovereignty.'' 

And now a word more, of Cuba— Cuba, the Queen of the Antil- 
les—Cuba, the key of the great Gulf— that floats upon our summer 
seas, the paradise of the New World. Shall we have Cuba ? Prompt- 
ed alike by the necessities of our situation and the instincts and in- 
terests of the Anglo-American people, I say we must have her. Then 
only shall we have accomplished our manifest destiny as a nation, and 
proved to the world that we are worthy of it. 
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